South Africa is to proceed with a controversial plan to merge institutes of higher education that taught blacks and whites separately under apartheid (see Nature 417, 377-378; 2002) .
The cabinet accepted the merger plan late last month after Kader Asmal, the education minister, made concessions that will allow two of the nation's best-known historically black universities -the University of the Western Cape and the University of Fort Hare -to retain their separate identities.
The country's 21 universities and 15 technikons (polytechnics) will now be streamlined into 11 universities, 6 technikons and 4 comprehensive institutions that will offer both university and technikon programmes. The government says that this will create "a system that is equitable, academically and financially sustainable, and productive".
The government also hopes to counter falling registration numbers by increasing the participation rate -the percentage of 20-24-year-olds enrolled in higher education -from 15% to 20% over the next 10 years. This will involve an estimated additional 200,000 students, most of whom will need to be supported by increased government allocations to the National Student Financial Aid Scheme -although the government also hopes to recruit more students from other countries in the region.
The South African government is also committed to reducing the percentage of enrolments in the humanities from 49% to 40% over the next five to ten years, while increasing those in business or commerce from 26% to 30%, and those in science, engineering and technology from 25% to 30%.
Derrick Swartz, rector of the University of Fort Hare, said in a statement that the cabinet's decision had vindicated its long campaign against the merger, and that he hoped it would make the "new Fort Hare the major player in the region". But others were less satisfied. "These are senseless proposals that amount to merely tinkering with the status quo," Itumeleng Mosala, Rector of the Technikon North-West and chairman of the Association of Historically Disadvantaged Institutions, told the Johannesburg daily Business Day. Chinese researcher accused of stealing cell samples detected. But the CDMS detector is only around 10 metres below Stanford University's campus, and background noise was too high for researchers to draw unambiguous conclusions.
The latest results were obtained by researchers working on the Edelweiss detector at the Modane Underground Laboratory, located 1,700 metres below the Alps.
Edelweiss has lower levels of background noise than the CDMS detector. And, by virtue of using germanium instead of iodine, it is more sensitive than DAMA. Germanium allows the measurement of two properties of any potential interactions -temperature change and an ionization signal -rather than just one.
"The results reported by the DAMA team could have been generated by background events or could have been statistical fluctuations," says Gilles Gerbier of the Saclay Centre of the French Atomic Energy Commission near Paris, and a member of the Edelweiss collaboration.
Other researchers agree. "The DAMA results were hard to believe, but also hard to disprove. The Edelweiss results are very convincing," says Yorck Ramachers, who works on another dark-matter experiment at Gran Sasso. But Bernabei is sticking to her guns, insisting that the DAMA WIMPs are real, and that experiments using different detectors are not comparable.
The search for WIMPs with other characteristics will go on. Edelweiss will be able to extend its search after two more detectors are installed in the next nine months -a total of 21 will be online by the end of 2003. In addition, the CDMS experiment will soon move to a deeper site in north Minnesota.
